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Introduction

Lourdes Hill College, founded in 1916 by the Sisters of the Good Samaritan, is an
independent, Catholic Secondary School for Girls with an enrolment of 969 and one of the
ten Australian Good Samaritan Education Colleges. The College provides education for girls
from Years 8-12.

The spiritual heritage of the College is informed by the story of compassion of the Good
Samaritan, the Patronage of Mary under the title of Our Lady of Lourdes, and a strong
Benedictine tradition of the Good Samaritan Sisters emphasising values that support holistic
living.

Lourdes Hill College strives to allow individuals to be flexible thinkers and life-long learners
who will succeed in the information and knowledge age. Our students are challenged to
construct knowledge using disciplined inquiry to explore issues that have value beyond the
classroom. As knowledge informs the lives our students will lead, all learning at Lourdes Hill
College is grounded in a Catholic, holistic vision of life. The College articulates this through
the Dimensions of Learning Framework to which we have added our own Lourdes Hill
Col | ege Di @atholis Visionof Bife iHo | i st i apprdvéed\by thegadthor of the
learning framework. This learning framework is immersed in the Good Samaritan Learning
Framework launched in February 2009.

Students learn to integrate the spiritual, emotional, intellectual and practical dimensions of
their being through the acquisition of core thinking skills and the application of these to their
learning and real-life situations and in their development of positive mind habits to become
critical, creative and reflective thinkers. Students are encouraged to live out the practical
Benedictine values of genuine community, compassion, effective listening, and moral
stability valuing prayer and peace. The College is regarded highly for the many opportunities
provided to the girls to live out their faith through significant social justice action.
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School Profile

Coeducational or single | Year levels offered: Total student enrolments
sex: for this school:
Single sex i female Years 81 12 969

Apparent Retention Rates

Year 10 Year 12 YEAR 10-12

Year Enrolments Year Enrolments APPARENT
RETENTION RATE

2001 170 2003 167 98%
2002 166 2004 157 95%
2003 169 2005 169 100%
2004 173 2006 170 98%
2005 175 2007 173 99%
2006 168 2008 159 95%
2007 176 2009 174 99%
2008 164 2010 162 98%
2009 162 2011 174 107%
2010 173 2012 173 100%




Students with Learning Needs

The provision of programs to cater for students with specific learning needs is underpinned
by the philosophy of the Sisters of the Good Samaritan, and informed by the Rule of
Benedict:

(@

the strong ha\
and the weak have

Faculty of Differentiated Learning

The College is continuing to build on its strategic approach in recent years to design and
implement explicit programs to enhance the learning outcomes of students along the
achievement continuum. The Faculty of Differentiated Learning provides planned, ongoing
support to students who require remediation in literacy, numeracy and ESL. The adjacent
photograph captures a shared morning tea for one of the groups of students involved in the
High Achievers Program. This Program is grounded in a mentoring approach and aims to
provide a suite of practical strategies to support students in dealing with the social and
emotional pressures that are often experienced by high achievers.
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Indigenous Students

Indigenous students are supported in their learning and development in a culturally
welcoming environment. The College has a full-time Indigenous Support Teacher and
provides the rich on-campus presence of an Indigenous Elder. She provides inspiration to

the College community on the spiritual and cultural development of the Indigenous students,
and also role models exemplary initiatives and approaches to foster a culture of
reconciliation.

2011 2012
22 Students 26 Students
2 Year 12 students, 7 Year 12 Students
2 Graduates 7 Graduates
= \

International Student Education Program

Lourdes Hill has an expanding International Student Program, with a total of 10 International
students enrolled at the College in 2012 in a Homestay arrangement. The Program,

managed by a full-time
International Student

\

Coordinator and supported by a
| native speaking staff member in
| an organisation and
communication role, provides
an identifiable cultural
enrichment across the

College community.
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Links with University

The College has an ongoing link with Queensland University of Technology to promote
Science and Engineering career opportunities for young women.

e} } Built Environment
and Engineering

Integration with Digital Learning Approaches

Lourdes Hill embarked on another year of exciting initiatives in 2012 to continue the
integration of digital-based learning across the curriculum. The College actively engaged in
the Government-sponsored DER (Digital Education Revolution) and the National Secondary
School Computer Fund (NSSCF) within an underpinning philosophy to focus on the
enhancement of learning outcomes with a well thought-through educational vision. Our
vision is to embed values education into the critical use of technology by teachers and
students as a tool to foster in learners problem-solving and decision-making skills together
with high level collaboration and communication practices.

We are striving to establish a genuine 1:1 mobile-learning culture as an exciting possibility,
with enhanced opportunities for powerful learning experiences well beyond the walls of the
school and well beyond what is currently possible. We are committed and excited to
continue to embrace the emerging technological tools and associated learning experiences
to add to our overall suite of pedagogical tools-of-the-trade to engage our adolescent
learners.
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Achievements

Senior Secondary Outcomes

The key measures of exit learning outcomes are the Overall Position (OP), Queensland
Core Skills (QCS) Test, and Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre (QTAC) Offers.

The QCS Test is a state-wide test based on the Common Curriculum Elements of the

Queensland P-12 curriculum. It provides scaling parameters for the translation of externally

moderated school-based achievements into the tertiary entrance indicator: the familiar OP

score. The scaling process and calculation of OPs is managed by the Queensland Studies

Aut hority. Studentsd QCS-EsclsandthesOP i cadculatedpnar t ed or
1-25 scale with an OP 1 being the highest.

At Lourdes Hill College the open publication and review of trends in exit learning outcomes is
symbolic of a planned, ongoing culture of data-driven curriculum initiatives in the active
pursuit of continual improvement. These initiatives are underpinned by a College Learning
Framework that is based on the fostering of a positive learning environment that nurtures
resilient learners who strive to think deeply.

Overview of Outcomes:

1 Lourdes Hill College students have achieved OP 1 for 16 consecutive years up
to and including 2012.

In 2012 80% of students achieved an OP 1-15.

In 2012 52.3% of students achieved an OP 1-10.

In 2012 98.7% of LHC applicants received a QTAC offer up from 93.6% in
2012.

2006-2012 trends provide both encouragement and challenge.

There was an increase in students achieving an OP 1-15 from 74% in 2011 to
80% in 2012.
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The trend in OP 17 5 outcomes is particularly pleasing as provision for high achieving
students had been explicitly identified as a priority in the Strategic Directions of the College
2011-2016.
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Tertiary Offers

98.7% of Lourdes Hill applicants received a tertiary offer.

The following table indicates the various career interests of students accepting offers:

QTAC Field of Education Students
Agriculture, Environmental and Relat&tudies (e.g. Land, Parks and Wildlife) 1
Architecture and Building (e.g. Urban & Regional Planning, Interior Design) 4
Creative Arts (e.g. Music, Graphic Design, Communication and Media Studieg 14
Education (e.g. Early Childhood, Primary, Secondary) 10
Engineering (e.g. Chemical, Automotive, Civil, Aerospace, Biomedical, Survey 5
Food, Hospitality and Personal Services (e.g. Beauty Therapy) 0
Health (e.g. Pharmacy, Veterinary Science, Naturopathy, Speech Pathology) 30
Information Technologye.g. Computer Science, Programming) 1
Management and Commerce (e.g. Hospitality Management, Banking and Fing 25
Natural and Physical Sciences (e.g. Mathematics, Physics, Laboratory Techn 10
Society and Culture (e.g. Law, Economics, Psych@pgyt and Recreation) 31
Totals 131
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